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EAN TANIEAWA writes recalling their vislt to

the &50th State last summer. KAN expressed GOINGS & COMlNGl_S

appreciation of the hospitality extended for
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Club, HNunanu ¥z Men's Club, and the Bauhinia FEATHICHESE L,
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and awaiting word from the Hong Kong Club. Bu"etln Board
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INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PEACE 1986

From economic competition
to respect for mankind

& there any possible way to put an
Ir:[fcctjve brake on the endless nu-
clear arms race between the United
States and the Soviet Union? Can we
ever stop the ticking time bomb that
has been driving us to the brink of hu-
man annihilation?

The wheole world has been watching
the talks between the US and the
USSR with keen anticipation as to the
outcome, However, we cannol help
but recognise that the deep-rooted mu-
tual distrust between the two countries
easily blunts any voluntary momen-
tum towards detente, thus edging the
world  toward assured catastrophe.
Moreover, this world situation has had
a great effect on our lives today in va-
P15 WHYS.

In recent years, the cut-throat cor-
porate rivalry among Japan and other
industrialised powers for more ad-
vanced technology and bigger market
shares has triggered global economic
and trade frictions, having a serious
impact on the every-day lives of peo-
ple in many parts of the world. Cor-
porations which survived the tough

We take for granted ongoing
growth and progress and seem to
have no choice but to endure nu-
merous sacrifices to make our
companies or our nation more fit
for survival,

competition in Japan have now sel
their targets on overseas markets to re-
main competitive, engulfing local in-
dustrics and  companies  into  their
sphere of power. Those who cannot
compete in terms of technology and
capital have no alternative but to go
bankrupt, or o merge or become af-

Kentarg Shiozuki is General Secretary
? the Japan Overseas Christian Me-
ical Cooperative Service,

By Kentaro Shiozuki

fillaled with the stronger companics,

In fact, companies, incessantly urg-
ed an by the tide of progress in science
and technology and the rising call
for efficiency, have 10 struggle end-
lessly through research and develop-
ment and sales promolion in order to

The fear that we might be attacked
with nuclear weapons paralyses
our ability for rational judgement
and even our fundamental human
tesire to wish not only for our own
survival but for peaceful coexist-
ence among all the peoples in the
world.

survive. As a result, not only less com-
petitive developing nations but also
companies in advanced nations have
been seriously affected. Many people
have lost their jobs or been laid off
and their lives have been hard hit by
these difficulties.

We have to admit that our strong
desire for the more convenien! and the
less expensive is the underlying cause
of these problems, We take [or granted
ongoing  growih and progress and
seem (o have no choice but o endure
numerous sacrifices o make our com-
panies or our nation more [it for sur-
vival.

Though in many felds, superb
products have already been developed
and markeled, we have to work inces-
santly, using even more resources, o
develop new products which will en-
sure the survival of the company.
Moreover, it seems that we are unable
to achieve satisfaction without such
efforts. This situalion is gradually
driving us Lo develop syinptoms of so-
cial neurosis.

For example, the fear that we might
be atlacked with nuclear weapons al
any moment unless we have a nuclear
advantage, however slight that advan-

— =

tage may be, paralyses our ability for
rational judgement and even our [un-
damental human desire to wish not
only for our own survival but for
peaceful coexistence among all the
peoples in the waorld.

Today this social neurosis, which
has permeated our entire society and is
manifesting itsell in outhreaks of var-
s forms of bullving, has created a
viclous circle that isolates us from each
other and makes us feel all the mors
anxious about our survival. We are too
obsessed with it to consider others
around vs, let alone the sitvation of
people in ather countries around the
world,

Japan, being the first nation to sul-
fer the elfects of nuclear weapons, and
whose people are making every elforl
1o abide by the Three Mon-Muclear
Principles, can clearly demonstrate the

If we remain unconscious of the-
threat which we present lo many
people in the world through our
demands for our own economic
growth and our linking of survival
with the worship of progress, then
our peace movement can hardly
hope to escape charges of one-
sidedness.

absurdity and danger of the nuclear
arms race which may lead us to de-
stroy the whole planet in pursuit of
our own survival.

However, if we remain unconscious
of, or choose 1o ignore the threat
which we present 1o many people in
the weorld through our demands for
our own economie growth and our
linking of survival with the worship of
progress, then our peace movement
can hardly hope to escape charges of
one-sidedness, [
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