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Youth Convocation '88
by NHEIL FURUKAWA

The Youth Convocation was a very interesting
learning experience for myself and a faw
others. I found the Caonvocation to be so very
different from my experiences at Atherton
YMCA. It was so unigue in that all these
different people from different cultures and
backgrounds were all assigned to a group which
became our groupwork bunch.

The bunch I was assigned to consisted of three
people from Japan, one Capnadian, one girl from
Denmark, one girl from India, and wmyself.
Although there were differences in each of our
Clubs, we found out that Y's Men all over the
world are trying to do things to make the
world an International brothexheood.

The main topic our group chose to discuss was
"Youth ‘to be. ¥'s Men". After some very
interesting discussions, we agreed that if the
¥'s Men of the world would like the ynungef
YMCA members to show an interest in  becoming
¥'s Men, then ¥'s Men must show some interest
in the things that we do. The end result of
our discussion was the possibility of forming
two groups—-one younger one and one older one-
under a single club. This then would allow
both groups te do things by themselves and yet
to do things with each other_ without major
conflicts of thinking.

There was one major thing that I learned
through this experience and that 4s the way a
person feels when they are not in the "in"
group. Over at Atherton YMCA I am normally
with the "in"™ groups but when I went to Japan,
I found myself on the outside loocking in.
This experience has really opened my eyes and
my thinking, making me more aware of the
people that are on the "ogutside™ over at the
YMCA.,

Overall, +the 1988 Yeuth Convocation was a
great success and a wery good learning
erperience for most (4ifF not  all}) of the
delegates there. I would really like te thank
the Atherton ¥'s Men amd the the Hawaii Region
for their support.

Let's all make the 1983 Pacific Region Youth
Convocation at Camp Erdman as big a success,
if not bigger.
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