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Dear Wre, Yamamora:

Words cannot cxpress our heartfelt thankfulness
in wanting to 2ay, "Domp arigate gozaimashita”, to
you and the many Usaka Ccntennial members who helped
Lo make our frip 1o Japan & very memorable ones,

Elh. SEEHLAL .

Thank ¥you for the vare welcome given us at the .

Usaka Internaticnal Airport upon owpe areival and fgr
the kind invitation to your pusiness meeiing. We
observed the similarity and differences in the way
in which the mecting was held and felt a keen bond
ol fellowship and friendship which ties our two
clubs together in brotherhood. Thank you also for
the Tamlous dinner at the Century Club. 1t was
very nice to be abie to meet 3o many of your club
members and their spouses at this affair.

Jur special appreciation goes to the very
gracious and thouehtful members wono warmly welcomed
s into their homes and who took us on various
sightseeing tours in Usaka. Eyoto, Takarazuka and
Kobe...and the gpecial tour to Lake Biwe and
Bhigaraki. You overshekmed ve with your kindness
and generous bospitality. We only wish that we
will be able Lo someday reciprocate when your
members come Lo Hawall for owvisita,

AEain,. thank you very mucih: Tor your hospitglity,
winoness, friendship, and brotherly love.
Y =iy vours,
Larry T, Hiranaga
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Editor's HNote: Larry and Mae Hiranaka
recently went cn. a trip to Japan. The
following article is an account of that
teip, "their reflections of the beauty of
Japan, but most especially, of ths beauty
of its pecplae,

BROTHER CLUE HIGHLIGHTS
by Larry and Mae Hiranaka

On our arrival at the Osaka Internaticonal
Airport  on March 27th, we were greeted by
Mr. and Mrs. Y. Yamamura, President of the
Usaka Centennial Y's Men's Club, and Mrs.
Harumi Mori. Kan Tanikawa met us at the

. hotel lobby and guickly went over our
travel itinerary. First on the agenda was
a commi tment to atkend the Osaka
Centennial Cclub's business meeting on
March 28th. We attended the business
meeting at the ¥YMCA Dojima Building, which
was followed by a fabulous dinner at the
Century Club. hll were presented with
corchid  bouguets, Pins, key  chains,
macadamia nuk candies and ether momentos.
An exchange of greetings and brotherhood
commitments were made.

Cur agenda alse included homestays with
¥Yumi and Kan Tanikawa in Kyoto, Harumi and
Shoji Mori in Takarazuka, and Mifuji and

. Ken Suzuki in Kobe. The Tanikawa's were
instrumental . in teaching us how to
purchase ticket qu get on the various
trains, and'b%ad' us on tours to see
gseveral shrines, temples and parks with
beautiful cherry blessoms in full bloom.
The Mori's took us to see the Takarazuka
Revue, temples, and cherxy blossoms
gituated 1in Takarazuka City. The
breathtaking Rewvue was a French Revolution
drama called The Rose of Versailles, Here
we became Aunty Mae and Uncle Larry to our
Sweetie Pie, BAya-chan, the Mori's first
grandchild. The Suzuki's togk us on a
ride up Mt. Fokko and a tour of Kobe. The
monorail ride to the Pork  City  was

. exciting and the Kobe Beef that Mifuji
coocked was delicious. Mifuji treated Mde
as if she were her own daughter, and they
can't wait wntil July to see each other
again in Minneapolis at the Inkernational
Convention.

Mari Sakamoto-Lee, who came to a Hawailian
Convocation about eight years ago and who
homestayed with us, took us for a day's
tour in Eyoto wikh her family and then we
had a multi-gourse dinner at her parents’
heme in Katamo-City, Dsaka. Masako
Imamura Yamauchi, who alsp came to a
Hawaiian Convocation and homestayed with
us ecalled us just before we left to come
home. She. had fjust gotten back from a

. honeymoon in Spain. They both send their
best greetings to the Huuanu ¥Y's Men's
Club members and ezpacially to Jimmy

- Ouchl, It was nice to renew friendships

e with them and to see how much they have
matured.

On our return to Osaka from Hireoshima and
Yamaguchi, Mr. Masatoshi Hirata took us to
see Osaka Jo and then we went on a long
drive to a place called Shigaraki, where
tapuki eceramic dolls and other ceramic
items are made. Some tanuki figurines
were over one-story high. Enroute home,
we stopped for dinner at the enormous and
fabulous Otsu Prince Hotel situated on the
banks of Lake Biwa.

With such a warm reception and dinner
arranged by the Osaka Centennial Club
members, well-planned  homestays  with
gracious and hospitable hosts and
hostesses who made uws feel relaxed and
acceptad ag members of their families, our
first trip to Japan will ba  an
unforgettable and binding experience,
especially for  friendships. We are
thankful for the cpportunity bestowed upon
us for this memorable experience. It has
made us  appreciate the  bonds of
brobtherhood that exists between the two
clube... OUsaka Centennial ¥'s Men's Club
and the HNouanu ¥'s Men's Club, DoMD
ARIGATO GOZAIMASHITA to both ¢lubs.

F.5, , Just to let you in on a secret. We
bumped into Shigete  Yamaguchi at  the
Kintai Bashi in Iwakuni, and Shigeto says
he couldn't recognize Larry because he
locked too Japanese. In fack, Larry
practiced Bo hard at converesational
Japanese that he got mistaken for a
national Japanese many times.
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Unce more we stand, new zeal our hearts imbuing,
We raize pur hand, our service pledge reneving,

Ne'er to denv our motto's claim
¥'s Men in fact as well as name

Always our objects to pursue
We consecrate ourselves a new
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